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As we countdown to the end of 2022, we as SAFA look back 
at the calendar year with lots of pride and positives to take 
forward to 2023.

The global game signed o� in style with Argentina being 
crowned world champions, while continental representatives 
Morocco reached the semi-�nals to become the �rst African 
nation to claim a spot in the FIFA World Cup last four. It was 
an accomplishment worth noting as Morocco’s achievement 
will bolster and expedite the growth of the game on the 
continent. Congratulations to all countries that took part in 
the successful FIFA World Cup in Qatar and ultimate winners 
Argentina led by one of the greatest players of all time, 
Lionel Messi.

Looking back at the year 2022, SAFA recorded several 
achievements with the greatest being that of our senior 
women’s national team Banyana Banyana winning the WAFCON
tournament in Morocco where they beat the hosts 2-1 in a 
thrilling �nal. The Banyana Banyana success story has galvanised 
the development of football within women participants and its 
success will have far-reaching repercussions for the game. 
Already we have seen an astronomic rise of women football 
participants as a result of Banyana Banyana’s achievements. Apart from going to the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup as African champions, SAFA has decided to bid for the 2027 global showpiece and with the general 
excitement in the air, we are con�dent that we will bring the tournament to the African shores. If all goes 
well, this will be the �rst time an African country will have hosted both the Men’s and Women’s FIFA World 
Cups, following South Africa’s successful hosting of the 2010 showpiece. Apart from Banyana Banyana, 
Mamelodi Sundowns Ladies team, who successfully defended their Hollywoodbets Super League title, came 
close to retaining their continental title but fell short at the last hurdle against Moroccan champions AS FAR.

The U17 girls’ team won gold in Malawi against all odds when they beat their Zambia counterparts, while the 
men’s side were runners-up after a close �nal match against the Zambians. And by reaching the �nals, our 
boys qualify for next year’s junior AFCON championship in Algeria in which four teams from Africa will qualify 
for the FIFA World Cup later in the year. The U23s are also on course to qualify for the continental showpiece 
having seen o� Angola in the �rst round of the African quali�ers. We successfully held the SASOL national 
league play-o�s in which Copperbelts from Limpopo and AmaTuks were promoted into the Hollywoodbets 
Super League, solidifying the success story of the women’s premier league. SAFA also appointed a new 
Technical Director, Walter Steenbok, a highly quali�ed individual who will draw up the country’s playing 
philosophy as well as taking charge of all of football’s development programmes.

We also held our successful Elective Congress and the new SAFA leadership has already started planning 
towards Vision 2030 as the country’s new blueprint. I would like to thank all of our partners who have walked 
with us in this journey and hope 2023 will be another bumper year for South African football.

To the football family, enjoy the festive break and wishing you a Happy New Year.

Yours in Sport
Danny Jordaan

SAFA President
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Given the way 2022 started for Banyana Banyana, those who like to look into their crystal balls in the 
beginning of each year would have been forgiven for predicting a di�cult 12 months ahead for coach 
Desiree Ellis and her charges.
 
The year started with a humbling defeat to neighbours Zambia in an  international friendly that the 
SASOL-sponsored South African senior women’s team was using as part of their preparations for a Wom-
en’s Africa Cup of Nations quali�er against Algeria. The 3-0 defeat to Zambia at Nkoloma Stadium in Lusaka 
gave the skeptics plenty to talk about, but things were to change very quickly.
 
Banyana Banyana went on to qualify for the premier women’s football competition on the continent after 
beating Algeria 2-0 at home in the �rst leg and then later shared the spoils in a 1-1 draw in the return leg in 
the North African country.
 
The �nal preparation match ahead of the WAFCON tournament was against 8th ranked Netherlands and it 
ended in a humiliating defeat 5-1 for Ellis’ charges. But a resilient Banyana Banyana dusted themselves up 
and travelled to the continental showpiece in Morocco to face Africa’s best senior women’s national teams 
with con�dence still intact.
 
They kicked o� their campaign with a victory against arch rivals Nigeria in a result that boosted morale and 
the team’s con�dence even further. The triumph against the Super Falcons in the opening match laid the 
foundation for an unbeaten streak in the continental tournament that culminated with a �rst-ever Wom-
en’s Africa Cup of Nations title. They beat hosts Morocco 2-1 in the �nal in Rabat to ascend to the summit 
of women’s football on the continent. Banyana Banyana coach Desiree Ellis was named Women's Coach of 
the Year at the 2022 CAF Awards. It was the third consecutive time that she has won the award. Andile 
Dlamini won the Goalkeeper of the Year Award while Banyana Banyana were named the National Team of 
the Year. Coach Ellis' charges were also named as the Fair Play Team to put the cherry on the icing. 

Foreword

What a year it has been for African 
champions Banyana Banyana
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The victory had far-reaching e�ects as not only did it change the face of women’s football in South Africa, 
but women’s sport as a whole. Banyana Banyana returned from Morocco to the biggest celebration that 
the country has ever seen at OR Tambo International Airport with South African Football Association 
President Dr. Danny Jordaan, Minister of Sports Arts and Culture and Recreation Nathi Mthethwa and 
many other dignitaries in attendance to welcome the new African champions.
 
The team was further invited to the Union Buildings where the players and technical sta� members were 
awarded with certi�cates by the President Cyril Ramaphosa. Besides the enormous bonuses that Banyana 
Banyana received from SAFA, the sports ministry, SASOL and the provinces, among others, they have also 
been honoured through various awards. The most recent were in November when Unisa Chancellor Thabo 
Mbeki recognised the African champions’ numerous achievements this year with an accolade at the 
Chancellor’s Calabash Awards in Houghton. They were also  honoured at the Gsport Annual List of 
Newsmakers in December.
 
Coach Ellis described 2022 as a year of a lot of ups and downs.
 
“2022 had a lot of ups and downs during our preparations for WAFCON. After two weeks of pre-season 
with clubs, the players came into camp. We played Zambia in an international friendly which was to get us 
ready for the �nal  WAFCON quali�er against Algeria,” she said.
 
“The preparations for the Zambia match helped us get ready with most of our overseas players still in 
season,  but we went on to win against Algeria at home. This set the tone and 
we got a draw away in Algeria.”
 
“Finally, we quali�ed for the 2022 WAFCON and six weeks down the line we 
took on the Netherlands. We needed that to get ready for WAFCON, not 
the results we wanted but it was a game with a lot of good lessons.”
 
“With WAFCON upon us, we knew  that the �rst game of the tournament 
was the most important and playing against Nigeria made the tie bigger 
– they are our biggest rivals. We got a very good result and that set 
the tone for the rest of the tournament.
 
“We played Tunisia in the quarter�nals in a game that we made 
di�cult for ourselves, but we went on to win and realised our 
dream of qualifying for a second successive FIFA Women’s 
World Cup.
 
“In between that we did have challenges with a Covid scare, but 
SAFA came through for us. In the �nal against hosts Morocco, 
we knew that the stadium was going to be packed  to capacity, 
but the players were focused and magni�cent, and we won the 
�nal. The nine minutes at the end [additional time] was the 
longest  minutes of our lives, but we stuck it through and 
realised our dream of winning WAFCON for the �rst time.
“We say thank you to the players and the coaches that have 
come before us. It was not only about us.”
 
All this recognition and support for Banyana Banyana will 
serve as motivation as the team prepares for the 
2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup to be jointly hosted by 
Australia and New Zealand from 20 July 2023 
to 20 August 2023.
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Dr Danny Jordaan won the the SA Football Association (Safa) presidential race by an overwhelming majority in 
June after comfortably seeing o� challengers Ria Ledwaba and Solly Mohlabeng. The Elective Congress at the 
Sandton Convention Centre in Johannesburg was held under the watchful eye of world football governing body 
FIFA and the Confederation of African Football, and it was a huge success.
 
Dr Jordaan received 186 votes to comfortably win the elective race on a landslide. His rivals Ledwaba and 
Mohlabeng received 27 votes and eight respectively. FIFA  President Gianni Infantino congratulated Dr Jordaan 
after he retained his position as SAFA President by a landslide.
 
“Please accept my warmest greetings and sincerest congratulations for your recent re-election as President 
of the South African Football Association (SAFA),” the FIFA President said.
 
“I also seize the opportunity to thank you for all your e�orts, your work and your important contribution to
 the development of our sport and the promotion of its values in South Africa.
 
“Sending you and your team my best wishes for this new mandate and every success for all the challenges 
that lie ahead, I look forward, dear President, to continuing to work with you for the growth and prosperity 
of football in South Africa in the years to come.”
 
Long-serving football administrators Natasha Tsichlas, Linda Zwane and Bennett Bailey were named as the 
new SAFA Vice presidents at a meeting held at SAFA House in Nasrec on 17 September 2022.

Dr Jordaan re-elected as SAFA 
president in crushing victory
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Ngwenya says the continent needs to adapt to the paperless system and also slowly intergrade to blood 
sampling by introducing the dried blood sport.

"This will help us to continuously monitor our athletes and ensure that the game is played fairly with no one 
having unfair advantage because of the use of WADA-banned performance enhancing substances and 
methods," he continues.
 
"The second critical point is very close to my heart, but it was not part of my duties at the World Cup. I couldn’t 
help  but take a keen interest in the team preparation for the games. My interest, of course, was sports science, 
which is  my area of expertise. I had several engagements with team doctors and colleagues to �nd out 
if there is a di�erence between us and them.
 
"What is common in all my engagements was team work, di�erent stakeholders (technical, sports science and  
administrator) of the game seating together and developing a comprehensive plan to aid team performance. 
Team performance is directly proportional to team preparation, which does not only start during camp. It starts 
at development level all the way to professional football. The greatest lesson for me was that it is very di�cult 
to achieve favourable team performance if there is no cohesion between all football stakeholders."

South African Football Association 
(SAFA) Chief Medical O�cer, Dr.Thulani 
Ngwenya says his time at the FIFA World 
Cup in Qatar is the highlight of his 
career.
 
Dr Ngwenya was appointed as a doping 
control o�cer for the tournament and 
was one of three South Africans who 
represented the country at the recent 
FIFA World Cup in Qatar. The others 
were match o�cials Victor Gomes and 
Zakhele Siwela.
 
"This was by far the greatest highlight of 
my professional career as a Sports & 
Exercise physician. We shared knowl-
edge with 12 other medical o�cers 
around the globe. I identi�ed a gap 
between us as Africans and the �rst 
world countries. The gap is not that big, 
but it is notable," he said. 
 
"In Africa we do mostly urine sampling, 
whereas in the �rst world countries they 
also do blood sampling and have just 
introduced dried blood sport. The above 
enables the anti-doping unit to cover a 
wider range of control. They are also 
using a paperless system called MODOC 
to capture the data which also 

FIFA World Cup in Qatar was the highlight 
of my career - Dr Thulani Ngwenya
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Ngwenya believes there is an abundance of natural talent in South Africa, but it needs proper nurturing 
through technical, sports science and administrative support.
 
 
"We have an opportunity as we start a new cycle to plan properly with a �ve-year time frame. We do have a 
playing philosophy, which is a technical aspect, but that philosophy has to be implemented across the board. 
The Sports Science support for our athletes is really lacking from grassroots all the way to professional football. 
We need to make it compulsory for academies and professional teams to have a fully-�edged sports science 
department headed by a sports physician.
 
"This is a very important aspect in modern football and unless it's properly implemented, we will always 
struggle with our �nal product, which is the senior national team. Administrative support is also very
 important and for me this should be our biggest priority because if we don’t get it right in administration, 
both technical and sports science will not achieve its desired goals. Everything is controlled administratively 
and implemented by technicians and sports scientist.
 
"I believe we do have the expertise in our country to achieve the desired goal of competing against the 
best in the world. Morocco is a typical example of what I have just outlined above."

As we countdown to the end of 2022, we as SAFA look back 
at the calendar year with lots of pride and positives to take 
forward to 2023.

The global game signed o� in style with Argentina being 
crowned world champions, while continental representatives 
Morocco reached the semi-�nals to become the �rst African 
nation to claim a spot in the FIFA World Cup last four. It was 
an accomplishment worth noting as Morocco’s achievement 
will bolster and expedite the growth of the game on the 
continent. Congratulations to all countries that took part in 
the successful FIFA World Cup in Qatar and ultimate winners 
Argentina led by one of the greatest players of all time, 
Lionel Messi.

Looking back at the year 2022, SAFA recorded several 
achievements with the greatest being that of our senior 
women’s national team Banyana Banyana winning the WAFCON
tournament in Morocco where they beat the hosts 2-1 in a 
thrilling �nal. The Banyana Banyana success story has galvanised 
the development of football within women participants and its 
success will have far-reaching repercussions for the game. 
Already we have seen an astronomic rise of women football 
participants as a result of Banyana Banyana’s achievements. Apart from going to the FIFA Women’s World 
Cup as African champions, SAFA has decided to bid for the 2027 global showpiece and with the general 
excitement in the air, we are con�dent that we will bring the tournament to the African shores. If all goes 
well, this will be the �rst time an African country will have hosted both the Men’s and Women’s FIFA World 
Cups, following South Africa’s successful hosting of the 2010 showpiece. Apart from Banyana Banyana, 
Mamelodi Sundowns Ladies team, who successfully defended their Hollywoodbets Super League title, came 
close to retaining their continental title but fell short at the last hurdle against Moroccan champions AS FAR.

The U17 girls’ team won gold in Malawi against all odds when they beat their Zambia counterparts, while the 
men’s side were runners-up after a close �nal match against the Zambians. And by reaching the �nals, our 
boys qualify for next year’s junior AFCON championship in Algeria in which four teams from Africa will qualify 
for the FIFA World Cup later in the year. The U23s are also on course to qualify for the continental showpiece 
having seen o� Angola in the �rst round of the African quali�ers. We successfully held the SASOL national 
league play-o�s in which Copperbelts from Limpopo and AmaTuks were promoted into the Hollywoodbets 
Super League, solidifying the success story of the women’s premier league. SAFA also appointed a new 
Technical Director, Walter Steenbok, a highly quali�ed individual who will draw up the country’s playing 
philosophy as well as taking charge of all of football’s development programmes.

We also held our successful Elective Congress and the new SAFA leadership has already started planning 
towards Vision 2030 as the country’s new blueprint. I would like to thank all of our partners who have walked 
with us in this journey and hope 2023 will be another bumper year for South African football.

To the football family, enjoy the festive break and wishing you a Happy New Year.

Yours in Sport
Danny Jordaan

SAFA President

Photo Credit: DR. THULANI NGWENYA

FIFA World Cup in Qatar was the highlight
of my career - Dr Thulani Ngwenya



Renowned chief scout Walter Steenbok was announced as the new SAFA Technical Director at the meeting 
held at SAFA House in Nasrec in September 2022.
 
Steenbok is a well-known name and has served as the head of scouting for Bafana Bafana, Kaizer Chiefs and 
Mamelodi Sundown.
 
He is a Safa PRO License coach‚ has CAF A license, a CAF instructor and has a Masters in Sports Directorship 
from the Manchester Metropolitan University, among a host of other quali�cations.
 
Steenbok had to hit the ground running from his �rst day in o�ce and recently shared the SAFA Technical 
Development Plan.
 
Summary of the SAFA Technical Development Plan:
 
- It is a document that advocates change and a new direction for SAFA
- Mindful of the success, lessons and challenges of Vision 2022
- Sets the tone for the implementation of SAFA Vision 2030
- Assumes a renewal approach in line with SAFA technical mandate
- Analyses the current football state and maps the way forward
- Sets out to Renew, Recreate and Better performance of the national teams
- Leads into broader SAFA Renewal Strategy in view of the FIFA Talent Development Ecosystem
- Proposes the key Strategic Pillars capable of changing the face of South African football

SAFA Technical Director Walter 
Steenbok settles into new role
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Bafana Bafana coach Hugo Broos has looked back at his team's progress during the course of the year and 
is happy with the strides they made in 2022.
 
The year began with a 0-0 draw with Guinea in a international friendly match in Kortrijk, Belgium, that 
Broos' charges could have won with a bit of luck. This was followed by a heavy 5-0 defeat to then world 
champions France at the Stade Pierre Mauroy in a result that drew heavy criticism from the fans and the 
media.
 
A brave Bafana Bafana then lost 1-2 to hosts Morocco in a tough 2023 Africa Cup of Nations quali�er at the 
Prince Moulay Abdellah Stadium in June.
 
The Moroccans were widely regarded as strong favourites to win the match and some observers expected 
the north Africans to simply show up to collect the precious points at stake without breaking into a sweat. 
But Bafana Bafana had other ideas and led the match for the majority of the 90 minutes before conceding 
two goals in the second half.
 
The South African senior men's national team then put together a four-match unbeaten run that saw the 
side �nish the year on a positive footing. The run began in September when Broos’ charges beat Sierra 
Leone and Botswana in two friendlies played at FNB Stadium. They continued their winning ways when 
they came back from a goal down to beat Mozambique 2-1 through a well-taken second half brace from 
Bongokuhle Hlongwane in a friendly international also played at the Mbombela Stadium on Thursday 
night, 17 November 2022.   
 
They were held to a 1-1 draw by Angola during a friendly international played at Mbombela Stadium on 
Sunday, 20 November 2022, but the result enabled the home side to extend their unbeaten run to four 
matches in a row. Broos said the evolution has been noticeable in the last 12 months, especially after the 
comprehensive defeat to the French in March.   
 
 

The victory had far-reaching e�ects as not only did it change the face of women’s football in South Africa, 
but women’s sport as a whole. Banyana Banyana returned from Morocco to the biggest celebration that 
the country has ever seen at OR Tambo International Airport with South African Football Association 
President Dr. Danny Jordaan, Minister of Sports Arts and Culture and Recreation Nathi Mthethwa and 
many other dignitaries in attendance to welcome the new African champions.
 
The team was further invited to the Union Buildings where the players and technical sta� members were 
awarded with certi�cates by the President Cyril Ramaphosa. Besides the enormous bonuses that Banyana 
Banyana received from SAFA, the sports ministry, SASOL and the provinces, among others, they have also 
been honoured through various awards. The most recent were in November when Unisa Chancellor Thabo 
Mbeki recognised the African champions’ numerous achievements this year with an accolade at the 
Chancellor’s Calabash Awards in Houghton. They were also  honoured at the Gsport Annual List of 
Newsmakers in December.
 
Coach Ellis described 2022 as a year of a lot of ups and downs.
 
“2022 had a lot of ups and downs during our preparations for WAFCON. After two weeks of pre-season 
with clubs, the players came into camp. We played Zambia in an international friendly which was to get us 
ready for the �nal  WAFCON quali�er against Algeria,” she said.
 
“The preparations for the Zambia match helped us get ready with most of our overseas players still in 
season,  but we went on to win against Algeria at home. This set the tone and 
we got a draw away in Algeria.”
 
“Finally, we quali�ed for the 2022 WAFCON and six weeks down the line we 
took on the Netherlands. We needed that to get ready for WAFCON, not 
the results we wanted but it was a game with a lot of good lessons.”
 
“With WAFCON upon us, we knew  that the �rst game of the tournament 
was the most important and playing against Nigeria made the tie bigger 
– they are our biggest rivals. We got a very good result and that set 
the tone for the rest of the tournament.
 
“We played Tunisia in the quarter�nals in a game that we made 
di�cult for ourselves, but we went on to win and realised our 
dream of qualifying for a second successive FIFA Women’s 
World Cup.
 
“In between that we did have challenges with a Covid scare, but 
SAFA came through for us. In the �nal against hosts Morocco, 
we knew that the stadium was going to be packed  to capacity, 
but the players were focused and magni�cent, and we won the 
�nal. The nine minutes at the end [additional time] was the 
longest  minutes of our lives, but we stuck it through and 
realised our dream of winning WAFCON for the �rst time.
“We say thank you to the players and the coaches that have 
come before us. It was not only about us.”
 
All this recognition and support for Banyana Banyana will 
serve as motivation as the team prepares for the 
2023 FIFA Women’s World Cup to be jointly hosted by 
Australia and New Zealand from 20 July 2023 
to 20 August 2023.

Broos looks back at Bafana Bafana's 
progress in 2022

Photo Credit: MNINAWA NTLOKO

Broos looks back at Bafana 
Bafana's progress in 2022



"The beginning of the year was not so successful. We ended last year also with defeat (the controversial 0-1 
loss to Ghana in a 2022 World Cup quali�er) and we did the same thing in March against France, 5-0," he 
told www.safa.net.
 
"Big defeat and then two months later in Morocco again (in the 1-2 loss to the North Africans in a 2023 
Africa Cup of Nations quali�er). And yes, there was a lot of negativity around to the national team again. 
And yes, we thought that a lot work should be done. When you see yes, should we have a team or should 
we have other good players or the best players, but that wasn't to be.
 
"So the �rst six months were not so positive. But after that, from September and what happened after 
September, I think we are on the right track now, certainly what is important is that we have a group. And 
this is something we didn't have before, and with every camp we changed the players because we were 
looking for the best team. But in  September and also in November, this is a group of players.
 
"It is 25 players and it is very important that we don't have to look anymore for players, but that we just can 
take what we need out of the 25."
 
Broos said this doesn't mean he has stopped looking for new players.
 
"Certainly not, we will continue to watch PSL games. We will continue to look in Europe and see if we �nd a 
good player there or elsewhere. So we are going on with our work. We are certainly not going to stop. For 
me, the last year was especially about getting to know the players. I put a lot of time on it, maybe a bit too 
much time. But it's  okay, it is what it is and it was what it was. So now I think we are where we have to be 
and let's hope that also certainly for next year that we can make the quali�cation for AFCON."
 
The Bafana Bafana coach returned home to his native Belgium after the friendly international against
Angola in November and is happy to be spending the festive season with his family.
 
"You know, in my family Christmas is a tradition and if I were to miss Christmas, it would be a disaster.  So I 
have never missed it. We are always going away with all the family, my children and grandchildren, one 
week away. So we celebrate Christmas wherever we are at that moment. This is something unique for me 
and I will not miss it. New Year's Day is a little bit di�erent.
 
"Those are two family days in Belgium, in the Broos family they are our days. In the month of January I will 
enjoy time with my grandchildren because at the end of January I am back. I'm back in South Africa again 
for three months, so I have to enjoy it and I have to take the occasion."
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Ngwenya says the continent needs to adapt to the paperless system and also slowly intergrade to blood 
sampling by introducing the dried blood sport.

"This will help us to continuously monitor our athletes and ensure that the game is played fairly with no one 
having unfair advantage because of the use of WADA-banned performance enhancing substances and 
methods," he continues.
 
"The second critical point is very close to my heart, but it was not part of my duties at the World Cup. I couldn’t 
help  but take a keen interest in the team preparation for the games. My interest, of course, was sports science, 
which is  my area of expertise. I had several engagements with team doctors and colleagues to �nd out 
if there is a di�erence between us and them.
 
"What is common in all my engagements was team work, di�erent stakeholders (technical, sports science and  
administrator) of the game seating together and developing a comprehensive plan to aid team performance. 
Team performance is directly proportional to team preparation, which does not only start during camp. It starts 
at development level all the way to professional football. The greatest lesson for me was that it is very di�cult 
to achieve favourable team performance if there is no cohesion between all football stakeholders."

 
SAFA technical director Walter Steenbok described the CAF African Schools Championship as a great initiative.
 
“A great initiative by CAF and the Motsepe Foundation. Such programmes support the development of school 
football and integrate junior international competition for our players,” he said.
 
“Edendale Technical and Clapham High emerged victorious by displaying consistent performances within our 
South African football culture. By adapting to the tournament format of 8v8 having quali�ed through 9v9, 
both teams displayed technical pro�ciency and tactical discipline in outsmarting their opponents.
 
“In preparation for the African Schools Championships in March, 2023 in Morocco, we need to prepare better 
by:
 
- Increasing the number of preparatory matches
- Organise systematic camps
- Beef up the technical and support sta�

“This victory marks a signi�cant development pathway for both set of players as most of them are born 
2008-2009, as the �t into the new Under-17 cycle leading to the AFCON and World Cups.” Kgaogelo Monanya-
ne won the boys’ Player of the Tournament prize while Kamogelo Phokela walked away with the Golden Glove 
for best goalkeeper. Nobahle Mdelwa �nished top of the chart with seven goals.

How SA completed the double at the CAF 
African Schools Championship in Malawi
 
South Africa completed the double at the 
CAF African Schools Championship in 
Malawi after winning both the boys and 
girls titles in Malawi in October.
 
The double triumph in this COSAFA Quali�er 
also ensured quali�cation to the continental 
�nals.
 
Clapham High School beat Malawi side 
Salima Secondary School in the boys’ 
competition while Edendale Technical High 
School triumphed in the girls’ competition 
after amassing 12 points in the round-robin 
competition to �nish at the summit.

SAFA President Dr Danny Jordaan said 
Clapham High School and Edendale 
Technical High School had blazed an 
impressive trail to make the nation proud.
 
“This is such a remarkable and 
unprecedented achievement and the South 
African Football Association would like to 
congratulate the two teams,” Dr Jordaan 
said.
 

Wrap of COSAFA schools
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The South African U17 girls and mens' teams returned from Malawi on a high recently after successfully 
executing most of the targets they had set for themselves ahead of their respective COSAFA tournaments at 
the Region 5 Games in Lilongwe.
 
National Under-17 women’s team coach Delisile Mbatha's charges won the COSAFA Under-17 Championship 
after beating defending champions Zambia 4-3 in a seven-goal thriller in Lilongwe, Malawi, on Sunday, 11 
December 2022. Mbatha said the whole experience was a priceless education.
 
“Firstly, I would like to thank God, my family, the South African Football Association, SASCOC, the Under-17 
ladies technical team and the players. The tournament was great, starting with the preparations, our travel to 
Malawi and our stay in Malawi. It was great and awesome,” Mbatha said.
 
“We learnt a lot as individuals and as a group. The girls were so amazing. They were very inquisitive, they 
listened attentively and they followed the instructions very well. We always encouraged them to add a bit 
of their own creativity. It was a wonderful group to work with."
 
While disappointed that his charges did not win the men’s football competition, national Under-17 coach 
Duncan Crowie said he was proud of the way his players performed during the COSAFA tournament.
 
Crowie’s charges su�ered a 0-1 defeat to Zambia in the �nal of the Under-17 Africa Cup of Nations COSAFA 
quali�er tournament on Sunday night, 11 December 2022 in a result that was bitter-sweet. The coach was 
disappointed to lose in the �nal but was also happy that his team achieved their objective of qualifying for 
the U17 Africa Cup of Nations in Algeria next year.
 
South Africa and Zambia secured their tickets to the continental tournament in Algeria in April next year 
when they won their respective semi�nals to reach the �nal in Lilongwe.
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“This for me is an honour to be brought here at home, to this house (SAFA House),” he said. “Yes, I have a lot of 
history with the federation and for me it is to share the positives. Probably you guys forgot that SAFA took me to 
school for six weeks to learn football in Germany with the German Football Association. It was my foundation 
phase and I am humbled by that, thanks for that. Sometimes people do not mention things like this. I was 
schooled here,” said Mosimane.

His journey began four years ago when the three-time CAF Champions League-winning Mosimane and 22 
other top African coaches participated in the historical CAF Pro License.  CAF hosted the 23 coaches in the �nal 
module of the inaugural CAF Pro License coaching diploma in Rabat, Morocco in June.

It is testament to Mosimane’s growth on the global stage that he, along with his fellow graduates, did not apply 
to be part of the CAF Pro License and it was purely by invitation. It is a �rst of its kind for African football and 
Mosimane was among the �rst group of graduates when the �nal module of the course o�cially came to an 
end on 11 June after a journey that started in 2018. The CAF Pro License is strictly reserved for coaches who are 
actively coaching at a professional level, have demonstrated a certain level of high performance and 
achievement, and also acquired a CAF A License or equivalent quali�cation recognised by CAF.

The list of 23 coaches who were carefully picked through a stringent selection process included Walid Regragui 
(Champions League winner), Florent Ibenge (Confederation Cup winner) and Mosimane (three-times 
Champions League winner), to mention but a few.

It was grueling process that demanded a high level of participation in the form of assignments and reporting 
during what has been a very taxing season for some of them in their respective clubs and national teams.
This is done in partnership with the Royal Moroccan Football Federation (RMFF).

South African Football Association (SAFA) 
President Dr Danny Jordaan applauded Pitso
Mosimane after he became the �rst South African 
coach to graduate with a CAF Pro License in 
August.

The CAF Pro License is the highest coaching 
quali�cation in African football and it is the 
equivalent to the EUFA Pro License. This also 
means the former Bafana Bafana, Mamelodi 
Sundowns and Saudi Arabia club Al-Ahli Saudi FC 
boss can now coach anywhere in the world. Dr 
Jordaan said this is yet another milestone in 
Mosimane’s storied career.

“He stands as the �rst South African to be counted 
among coaches that are graduated, certi�cated 
and recognised throughout the world. He has 
already been coaching outside the country and 
winning major medals with a club outside South 
Africa, but this is to con�rm that his contribution, 
his coaching ability is recognised, not only on the 
continent, but throughout the world,” 

Dr Jordaan said. Mosimane said he was emotional 
and humbled by the fact that his federation (SAFA) 
was on hand to recognise the achievement.

SAFA President Dr Danny Jordaan applauds Pitso 
Mosimane after he became the first South African 
coach to graduate with a CAF Pro License.
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